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H“[a[oica“e H““te[is fil_leo! wit.h weathe.r instru.ments. Their
mission is to fly directly into the eye,

When weather forecasters have difficult ~ measure the force of the hurricane, and

decisions to make about hurricane evac-  send back valuable information to

uations, they can turn lo a daring group ~ weather centers. On their bumpy ride,

of pilots known as hurricane hunters. they pass through dark, swirling clouds
These fliers stalk hurricanes in planes where winds whirl at 90 or 100 mph.

A THIS HURRICANE
hunter is part of
the Air Force
Reserve. The offi-
cial title of the
group is the 53rd
Weather Recon-
naissance Squad-
ron. These pilots
may fly into a
hurricane as
many as ten times
before the storm
is over. An aver-
age mission lasts
about 11 hours.
Their planes carry
special instru-
ments for record-
ing and analyzing
storm data.

» THE MOST DAN-
gerous part of
the hurricane is
the eyewall, the
solid ring of
thunderstorms
surrounding the
eye. Winds in the
eyewall can reach
100 mph. Once
through the eye-
wall, the plane is
in the eye of the
storm, where
there is no wind
at all.



» ONCE THE PILOT
reaches the eye,
information col-
lection begins. di. -

This plane is nick- od J i
named “Snoopy.” N
Its pointed nose
carries weather
instruments that
measure tempera-
ture and humidity.

<< THIS PLANE CAR-
ries a small tube,
called a drop-
sonde, containing
weather instru-
ments. It has a
small parachute
attached to it. The
dropsonde is
equipped with a

throw the drop-
sonde out of the
plane in the exact
center of the eye.
As it falls toward
the water, the
dropsonde meas-
ures the air pres-
sure, temperature,
and humidity and

Y HuRRICANE HUNT-
ers don't carry
parachutes. They
carry life pre-
servers and life
rafts with survival
gear. It's safer to
ditch a plane
(make a crash-
landing at sea)

than to parachutes

out. In 1959,

William Rankan, a 3

U.S. pilot (not a

hurricane hunter) 3§

caught in a thun-
derstorm, suc-
cessfully para-
chuted to safety.

Here’s his story.

radio transmitter.
Workers or crew
on the airplane

mation back to
the plane.

66 A massive blast of air jarred
me from head to toe. | went
soaring up and up and up.
Falling again, | saw that | was
in an angry ocean of boiling
clouds—Vblacks and grays
and whites... buffeted in all
directions—up, down, side-
ways, clockwise, counter-
clockwise, over and over. |
zoomed straight up, straight
down.... All this time it had

been raining so torrentially
that | thought | would drown
in mid-air. Several times |
held my breath, fearing

to inhale quarts of water. 99

Earth Shock, by Andrew Robinsan,
Thames & Hudson, revised edition, 2002
(1st printing 1996), pp.117-118.

radios the infor-

A THE INFORMATION
is processed
aboard the plane
and sent by satel-
lite to the National
Hurricane Center
in Miami, Florida.
Forecasters use
this information,
especially the air

A WanT 10 BE A
hurricane watcher
in the U.S.? Be on
the alert from July
1o October. That
is when waters
are warm enough
for hurricanes

to occur in the
western hemi-

pressure data, to
decide if a storm
is getting stronger
or weaker. Wind-
speed data helps
forecasters decide
where a storm is
going to make
landfall.

sphere. Most
form in the
Atlantic Ocean,
but hurricanes
can start in the
Caribbean or Gulif
of Mexico over
warm seas.



